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Key Points

1) Summertime conditions remained in place with temps well above 
normal.

2) Most received a half inch or less of rain last week, adding to what has 
been a very dry last 30 days.

3) D1 drought is now showing up in the NW, with large increases in D0 
coverage.

4) Outlooks for mid-to-late October indicate slight lean towards a 
continuation of unseasonable warmth.

ÅCƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŀƎǊƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¦² 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ here.
Å NOTE: There will be no USDA NASS update this week due to the federal government shutdown.

Navigate to select slides by clicking on the links below.



Wx Highlight Ą Warm & Dry (Again)

Summer-like temperatures 
remained in place, with very little 
to no rainfall.

Highest Wisconet temp:
Å Ripon, Winnebago Co. Ą 

10/3, 89.1°F

Highest Wisconet 7-day rain:
Å Black Creek, Outagamie Co. 
Ą мΦртέ
Å Most of this rain fell during 

the evening of 10/3.

Days that reached at least 80°F
9/30 through 10/6

Days with no measured rain
9/30 through 10/6

https://scacis.rcc-acis.org/ 

https://scacis.rcc-acis.org/
https://scacis.rcc-acis.org/
https://scacis.rcc-acis.org/


Å Another week of minimal rainfall in 
WI, with most receiving less than a 
half inch.

Å Highest totals between La Crosse 
and Eau Claire Ą мέ ǘƻ мΦрέ

Å Lowest totals in the NW and SE Ą 
estimates of ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ лΦмέ for some

https://water.noaa.gov/ 

7 Day Precip (radar estimates)

9/30/25 @ 7am ς 
10/7/25 @ 7am

https://water.noaa.gov/


Å Large swaths of 2-пҌέ across the 
state, most commonly in the 
west-central, northwest, and far 
north.

Å Pockets of рέ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ in several 
counties (red shading).

Å Driest in the SW and far NW, 
with totals of ғмέ for some.

30 Day Precip (radar estimates)

https://water.noaa.gov/ 

9/7/25 ς 10/7/25

https://water.noaa.gov/


30 Day Precip Total/Percent Avg.

Å Below normal for most of WI over the past 30 days Ą 70% or less common, with 50% or less in the S, E, & NW.

Å мέ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ for some since Sept. 7.

Å Localized areas of above normal precipitation in west-central and northern WI, where totals were оΦрέ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ.

https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps 

https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps


2025 Precipitation (so far)

https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps 

https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps


https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/case_studies/lis_CONUS.html
 https://www.drought.gov/states/wisconsin 

ÅIncrease in spatial extent and 
intensity of dryness in the N and E 
after receiving minimal precipitation 
last week. 

ÅBelow normal conditions across 
most of WI, closer to normal in the 
past of the W.

Model Notes: 
Red areas = top 5 driest in 100 years.
Dark red areas = top 2 driest in 100 years.
Blue areas = top 2 wettest in 100 years.

LǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎƻƛƭ ƳƻƛǎǘǳǊŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
own characteristics and input variables, so there tends to 
ōŜ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƳƻŘŜƭǎΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƻ 
look at multiple models opposed to just one.

Soil Moisture Models

10/1/2025

10/8/2025

https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/case_studies/lis_CONUS.html
https://www.drought.gov/states/wisconsin


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/Monitoring/smp_new.shtml 

Soil Moisture Models
NOTE: this map displays the soil moisture percentile for Oct 
2. It was the most recent update as of Oct 7.

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/Monitoring/smp_new.shtml


https://wisconet.wisc.edu/ 

Wisconet Soil Moisture

Maps showing soil temperature conditions on October 7th @ 12:00 pm.
Units of map values are {Volume of water}/{Volume of soil}.

4 in Soil Moisture (m3/m3) 8 in Soil Moisture (m3/m3) 20 in Soil Moisture (m3/m3)

https://wisconet.wisc.edu/


Wisconet Soil Moisture

Research Farm County
Total Precip 

(in)
пέ /ƘŀƴƎŜ

(Start)       (End)
уέ /ƘŀƴƎŜ

(Start)       (End)
нлέ /ƘŀƴƎŜ
(Start)       (End)

Arlington Columbia 0.03 0.35 0.31 0.32 0.28 0.36 0.36

Black River Falls Jackson 0.41 0.08 0.06 0.10 0.09 0.11 0.10

Dairy Forage ARS Sauk 0.16 0.14 0.13 0.20 0.19 0.35 0.33

Hancock Waushara 0.24 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.05 0.06 0.06

Kemp Oneida 0.31 0.15 0.15 0.15 0.14 0.06 0.06

Lancaster Grant 0.38 0.26 0.25 0.27 0.25 0.43 0.43

Marshfield Marathon 0.51 0.34 0.31 0.44 0.42 0.52 0.52

O.J. Noer (Turfgrass) Dane 0.02 0.20 0.17 0.23 0.20 0.44 0.43

Peninsular Door 0.17 0.09 0.09 0.11 0.10 0.18 0.17

Rhinelander Oneida 0.32 0.08 0.06 0.08 0.05 0.04 0.04

Spooner Washburn 0.08 0.20 0.14 0.13 0.10 0.14 0.13

Change in soil moisture from September 30th (Start) to October 6th (End). 
Units of change values are {Volume of water}/{Volume of soil}.

https://wisconet.wisc.edu/ 

https://wisconet.wisc.edu/


Wisconet Soil Moisture

https://wisconet.wisc.edu/ 

https://wisconet.wisc.edu/


Wisconet Soil Temperature

Maps showing soil temperature conditions on 
October 7th @ 12:00 pm.

https://wisconet.wisc.edu/ 

4 in Soil Temperature (°F) 8 in Soil Temperature (°F) 20 in Soil Temperature (°F)

https://wisconet.wisc.edu/


http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ 

ÅMidwest: Compared to last week:

ÅWidespread increase in D0-D3 coverage.

ÅMidwest: 1 class degradation across most 
states, especially north and west. 
Improvements along the Ohio River.

ÅWisconsin: The state is no longer drought-
free with D1 added in the NW and far S. 
Widespread expansion of D0.

Å61.2% of the Midwest is drought free 
(~38.8% in D1-D3). 

Note: D0 is not considered drought.

US Drought Monitor

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/


Amount of state in:

ÅD1-D4 ς   6.1% ҧ
ÅD2-D4 ς  0.0% --
ÅD3-D4 ς  0.0% --
ÅD4 ς          0.0% --

Note: ҧҨ indicate change from last week. Red up 
arrows indicate increase in drought area; vice-versa for 
green arrows. -- indicates no change from last week.

US Drought Monitor

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/


http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ 

USDM Time Series

>30% increase in D0 
coverage since last 
week, along with the 
addition of D1 drought 
in the NW.

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/


7 Day Temperatures

Å Average temp. range of 70-74°F in the south; 60-64°F in the far north. 

Å 12°F or more above normal for almost all of WI; lesser so along Lake Superior.

https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps 

https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps


30 Day Temperatures

Å Average temps. ranged from 66-68+°F in the south and west; to 58-61°F for the far north.

Å Above average temperatures across the state.

Å 4-6°F above normal along Lake Michigan; to 8-10°F above normal in the NW and pockets in southern WI.

https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps 

https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps


https://mrcc.purdue.edu/ag-climate-dashboard

Growing Degree Days (Base = 50°F; Since May 1)

Å Range from 2800-3100 GDD 
in the SW to 2000-2300 
GDD in the N.

Å GDD accumulation is 
running 140-260 GDD 
ahead of schedule across 
most of WI.

To calculate GDD for your corn variety 
and planting date, use this tool. 

To see specific degree models for pests 
in your location, use the Vegetable 

Disease & Insect Forecasting Network.

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/ag-climate-dashboard
https://mrcc.purdue.edu/ag-climate-dashboard
https://mrcc.purdue.edu/ag-climate-dashboard
https://mrcc.purdue.edu/ag-climate-dashboard
https://mrcc.purdue.edu/ag-climate-dashboard
https://mygeohub.org/groups/u2u/purdue_gdd
https://agweather.cals.wisc.edu/vdifn
https://agweather.cals.wisc.edu/vdifn


ÅWhen? Ą quiet end to this week with multiple 
chances for rain into next week.

ÅWhere? Ą highest chances in the northwest, tapering 
to the south and east.

ÅCheck your local forecast for details on totals and 
timing.

ÅAverage precip (1991-2020) for this week: лΦтнέ

Forecast for 10/9/25 thru 10/16/25
(Begins at 7am CDT)

https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/p168i.gif
https://www.drought.gov/states/wisconsin

7 Day Precip Forecast

https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/p168i.gif
https://www.drought.gov/states/wisconsin#additional-maps


Mid-to-Late October: A slight lean (40-50% chance) towards above normal temps. A slight lean towards above 
normal precip in the west, and near normal in the east.

ü Statewide normals (1991-2020) for October 16-22 are 45.5°F and лΦстέ.

8-14 Day Temp & Precip Outlook

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.drought.gov/states/wisc

onsin 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.drought.gov/states/wisconsin#additional-maps
https://www.drought.gov/states/wisconsin#additional-maps


Month of October: Strong likelihood (60-70% chance) for above normal temps statewide. Uncertainty for 
precipitation (equal chances).

ü Statewide normals (1991-2020) for October are 46.8°F and оΦлмέ.

30 Day Temp & Precip Outlook

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.drought.gov/states/wisc

onsin 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.drought.gov/states/wisconsin#additional-maps
https://www.drought.gov/states/wisconsin#additional-maps







