
Assessing the Risk of Slug Damage to Wisconsin Field Crops

Slug Feeding Fast Facts
•	 Slugs like cool, wet springs and fields with 

heavy surface residue.

•	 Most significant damage and economic 
losses occur when slugs feed on emerging 
seedlings.

•	 Corn is more resistant to slug feeding than 
soybeans.

Spring Conditions?

Warm and dry

History of slug issues?

No

Low risk.
Scouting for slugs is 

lower priority.

Yes

Heavy surface residue?

Yes

Low risk.
Recommend scouting 

for slugs.

No

Low risk.
Scouting for slugs is 

lower priority.

Cool and wet

Type of tillage?

Conventional

Low-medium risk.
Recommend scouting 

for slugs.

No-till or reduced-till (i.e., 
heavy surface residue)

Crop?

Corn

Medium risk.
Seek guidance if seedling corn 
(V1 to V5) is >40% defoliated.

Growth Stage Guide:

https://go.wisc.edu/nmx612

Replant Decision Guide:

https://go.wisc.edu/24bk06

Soybeans

High risk.
Seek guidance if you see damage 

or stand reduction during early 
growth stages (VE to V1).

Growth Stage Guide:

https://go.wisc.edu/0hz415

Replant Decision Guide:

https://go.wisc.edu/6arm0x


