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Planning For Persistence

Covers Upper Midwest, too!

- Cut timing planning tools
- Localized information on GDD, freeze date
- See how cut date affects GDD expectations

 Visit go.wisc.edu/AlfalfaTool 

Single Cut GDD Full-Season Planning



Cutting September 5
Data Shown for Madison, WI

Growth Projection: Timing Fall Cutting

• 941 GDD by date of average 
killing frost (Oct. 31)

• Would be a good time to cut, 
allows for root reserve building



Growth Projection: Timing Fall Cutting

Cutting October 2
Data Shown for Madison, WI

• 284 GDD by date of average 
killing frost (Oct. 31)

• Also a good time to cut, not 
enough time for regrowth



Growth Projection: Evaluating Fall Conditions

• Weather data updated daily
• Use to evaluate the efficacy 

of a fall management 
decision

• Here we see 890 GDD after 
Sept. 5 cut before killing frost



Season Planning: Late First Cut

• Late first cutting could affect 
fall management options

• Be proactive to ensure 
management options!



Find the Alfalfa Management Tool:

Questions?    scott.newell@wisc.edu

go.wisc.edu/alfalfatool


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7

